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Blue Oat Grass
Latin Name: Helictotrichon sempervirens
Mature Height: 2-3’
Mature Spread: 18-24”

Hardy To: 8,500’
Water: Low
Exposure: Sun
Flower Color: Beige
Flower Season: Early to Mid-Summer
Description: Hailing from the rocky hillsides of Europe, Blue 
Oat Grass is a clump-forming, cool season grass that is similar 
to Blue Fescue, except larger. This grass forms a rounded clump 
that looks like tapering pieces of steel blue linguine collected in a 
porcupine-like dome. In summer, this grass boasts golden wheat 
colored panicles that rise above the basal foliage. Blue Oat Grass is 
drought-tolerant, semi-evergreen, and tolerates gravelly, infertile 
soil. This plant does well in a group or on its own, and it will do 
best in a sunny, dry, well-drained location. Leave this plant in tact 
through the winter, its attractive foliage provides interest in the 
garden all year long. 
Care: Do not overwater Blue Oat Grass. Overwatering will cause 
the leaves to lose their bluish color. Remove withered leaves as 
they appear. Cut back hard in the spring (3-4”) or “comb” out dead 
leaves. Can be propagated from seed or division. Divide clumps in 
the spring every 3 or 4 yrs. with a sharp shovel to keep it looking 
fresh.  

1
Autumn Joy Stonecrop
Latin Name: Sedum ‘Autumn Joy’
Mature Height: 18-24”
Mature Spread: 12-18”

Hardy To: 8,000’
Water: Low
Exposure: Sun
Flower Color: Salmon-Pink
Flower Season: Late Summer to Fall
Attracts: Butterflies, Bees
Description: A native of Korea and China, Autumn Joy is a har-
dy, adaptable, undemanding perennial that is grown for its long 
flowering season and fleshy foliage. Its erect, thickened stems with 
elliptical, light green leaves support an umbrella of flowers that 
change from a soft pink in August to a coppery bronze seedhead in 
November.  Autumn Joy puts on a show in the fall when the garden 
could really use a burst of color. As dependable and adaptable as 
they come, this plant is best grown in poor, well-drained soils, and 
it can actually become leggy and begin to flop in richer, heavier 
soils. Autumn Joy is a drought tolerant plant because its thick, suc-
culent leaves have the ability to store a supply of water.
Care: Leave standing for winter interest and to provide food for 
birds. Cut dead stalks to the ground in early spring as new growth 
begins to emerge. Older plants tend to split in the center if they 
are not divided, so divide in spring every 3-4 yrs. To keep the plant 
smaller and prevent it from flopping over, tip prune 6-8” (this will 
also delay flowering) and avoid over watering and rich soil.
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Tennessee Purple Coneflower
Latin Name:  Echinacea tennesseensis 
Mature Height: 24-30”
Mature Spread: 18-24”
Hardy To: 6,500’

Water: Low
Exposure: Sun
Flower Color: Pink
Flower Season: Summer
Attracts: Birds, Butterflies
Description: One of the longest lived and most adaptable Echina-
cea, the Tennessee Purple Coneflower has large, deep green leaves 
that form a wide base becoming smaller up the stems. Its large, 
daisy-like flowers with showy rose-colored rays are held above the 
foliage in summer. Tennesseensis originated on certain glades in 
Nashville, Tennessee, and it distinguishes itself from other Echi-
nacea with its upswept petals that form a rose-purple cup. Once 
established, these plants are very tough and are able to tolerate 
heat, drought, and poor soils. The Coneflower is famous for the 
medicinal properties of its roots.
Care: Cut back stems to promote more flowering. Cut off dead 
flowers to prolong the blooming season and prevent excessive 
self-seeding. Division is not recommended and seldom necessary. 
To add an attractive touch to your winter landscape, leave the 
rayless seedheads through the fall and winter. Do not plant tennes-
seensis near other varieties of Echinacea to prevent overcrowding.
Fun Fact: Until its recent removal in 2011, the Purple Tennessee 
Coneflower was on the Federal List of Endangered and Threatened 
Plants. First listed in the Flora of Tennessee in 1906, this plant was 
thought to be extinct for a quarter century until it was rediscov-
ered in 1968. A trailer park was built on the site where the plant 
was rediscovered, and it became the second plant added to the 
Federal List of Endangered and Threatened Plants List in 1979. 
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Rocky Mountain Penstemon
Latin Name: Penstemon strictus
Mature Height: 18-24”
Mature Spread: 12-18”
Hardy To: 8,000’

Water: Low
Exposure: Sun to Filtered Shade
Flower Color: Blue
Flower Season: Early to Mid-Summer
Attracts: Native Bees, Hummingbirds
Description: The Rocky Mountain Penstemon’s brilliant, midnight 
blue flowers form open spikes on stout stalks arising from narrow, 
glossy green leaves. It is a semi-evergreen native to the western 
United States, and it is often found naturally with sagebrush in pin-
yon-juniper woodland, oak scrub, and openings of ponderosa pine 
and spruce-aspen forest at elevations of 7,000-10,500’. Sometimes 
called the “Porch Penstemon” because its two upper petals point 
straight out like a porch roof, this plant will thrive in rocky, infertile, 
disturbed soils.  
Care: Rocky Mountain Penstemon can be slow to establish, so be 
sure to weed regularly near it to remove any competitive species 
and improve establishment. Divide clumps every 4-6 yrs. to keep 
them vigorous.
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Blanket Flower 
Latin Name: Gaillardia aristata 
Mature Height: 18-24”
Mature Spread: 18-24”
Hardy To: 8,500’

Water: Low
Exposure: Full Sun
Flower Color: Yellow, Bronze 
Flower Season: Mid-Summer
Attracts: Butterflies, Bees 
Description: A thick clump of fuzzy grayish-green leaves supports 
stems of large daisies consisting of half-domed, reddish-brown to 
orange centers circled by ray flowers of yellow or yellow/bronze bi-
color. The Blanket Flower is a Colorado native, and the entire plant 
is covered with fuzzy hair.
Care: The Blanket Flower appreciates a bit of pampering the first 
season, and then takes off on its own. Deadhead occasionally to 
keep the flowers coming all summer long. Divide every 2 to 3 yrs. in 
early spring to keep clumps thriving. Avoid planting in rich, moist 
soils, which can make the plants floppy and shorten their life-span. 
Drought-tolerant once established, the Blanket Flower only needs 
supplemental moisture during extended hot and dry conditions. 
This plant is very low-maintenance, adaptable, and easy to grow.
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European Pasque Flower
Latin Name: Pulsatilla vulgaris
Mature Height: 6-12’’
Mature Spread: 8-12”
Hardy To: 9,000’

Water: Low
Exposure: Adaptable
Flower Color: Purple
Flower Season: Early Spring
Description: Covered in hairy foliage that protects this flower from 
the early spring chill, Pasque Flowers are the harbingers of spring.  
These starry, five petaled, purple flowers with a fuzzy orange-yel-
low stamen start blooming in early spring and continue for several 
weeks as they grow larger. Its fuzzy seedheads will last into the 
summer. A native of the alpine meadows and open slopes of West-
ern Europe, the Pasque Flower is adapted to chalky and sandy soils 
at high elevations, and it will not tolerate soggy soils.
Care: Overall, this plant likes to be left alone! Due to its long tap 
root system, the Pasque Flower resents transplanting, and we do 
not recommend dividing it unless absolutely necessary. No prun-
ing is required for this plant; however, if you simply must, dead 
foliage can be removed in spring or winter before new growth 
emerges. Your Pasque Flower will go dormant in mid-summer, so 
you may want to mark its spot with a stake so that you don’t acci-
dentally dig it up.
Fun Fact: This flower is appropriately named for its early spring 
blooming - “Pasque” is the old word for “Easter,” which is celebrated 
in late March or early April.
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Evergreen Candytuft
Latin Name: Iberis sempervirens 
Mature Height: 8-12”
Mature Spread: 18-24”
Hardy To: 8,000’

Water: Low
Exposure: Sun
Flower Color: White
Flower Season: Late Spring to Early Summer
Attracts: Butterflies
Description: Evergreen Candytuft provides us with a generous 
display of pure white flowers atop mounds of deep green, needle-
like leaves from spring through early summer. A native of central 
to southern Europe, this perennial is tolerant of drought and poor 
soils, and is often used in landscaping for edging, in crevices, and 
as a groundcover.
Care: Shear back one-third after blooming to stimulate new 
growth and maintain compactness. Fertilize lightly after shearing. 
Leave this plant alone in fall and early spring; fall trimming will 
result in no spring bloom. Prune Evergreen Candytuft hard, at least 
two-thirds back, every few years to keep it fresh and vigorous. This 
plant seldom needs division.
Fun Fact: Evergreen Candytuft won the Royal Horticultural Soci-
ety’s Award of Garden Merit in 1993.
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Fringed Sage
Latin Name: Artemisia frigida
Mature Height: 6-15’’ 
Mature Spread: 18-24’’
Hardy To: 9,000’

Water: Low
Exposure: Full to Part Sun
Flower Color: Yellow
Flower Season: Late Summer
Attracts: Pollinators
Resistant To: Deer
Description: With herbal scents of wormwood/musk, Fringed 
Sage is a strongly aromatic plant. It is covered with an abundance 
of hairs that give it a grey-green appearance, and it will grow into 
a shiny pillow that remains all winter long. This silver-leafed native 
is an understated favorite of many. It is drought-tolerant, can grow 
in cold and dry climates, and is a good soil stabilizer and ground 
cover.
Care: Cut off the foamy flower stems after blooming, or even while 
blooming, to keep it tidy and living much longer.
Fun Fact: Native American tribes have used Fringed Sage as a 
preservative for meat, horsefeed, insect repellant (by burning it), 
medicinal decoction to alleviate toothache, headache, coughing, 
lung ailments, heartburn, and as a cold remedy.
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Santa Fe Aster
Latin Name: Machaeranthera bigelovii 
Mature Height: 1-3’
Mature Spread: 1-2’
Hardy To: 10,000’

Water: Low
Exposure: Sun
Flower Color: Violet to Blue
Flower Season: Early Summer to Fall
Attracts: Pollinators, Bees
Description: A proud member of the Sunflower family, Santa Fe 
Aster is a bushy, multi-branched clump with fine, daisy-like flowers 
that are violet to purple during early summer to fall. With a strong, 
almost woody central stem, its slender, dark green leaves are hairy 
and sticky to the touch. This variety of Machaeranthera is almost ex-
clusively found in the meadows, open areas, subalpine coniferous 
forests, oak woodlands, and grasslands of New Mexico, Colorado, 
and Wyoming, and it is often spotted along streams and roadsides. 
Its most prolific blooming will occur in the fall.
Care: This is an extremely low-maintenance plant. To maintain their 
health and vigor, and to prevent excessive sprawl, divide Santa Fe 
Aster every couple of years in the spring.
Fun Fact: Historically, Santa Fe Aster has been used by Native 
American peoples for many purposes including: as a stimulant, as 
a gastrointestinal and respiratory aid, for nose and throat troubles 
(the Navajo), and to make necklaces out of the flowers.
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Blue Harebell
Latin Name: Campanula rotundifolia ‘Olympica’
Mature Height: 6-18’’
Mature Spread: 12-18”
Hardy To: 10,000’

Water: Low
Exposure: Sun to Filtered Shade
Flower Color: Blue
Flower Season: Late Spring to Mid-Summer
Attracts: Hummingbirds
Description: The Campanula rotundifolia “Olympica” or Blue Hare-
bell is a native cultivar found growing in the Olympic Mountains 
of Washington State, and it is distinguished by its slightly larger 
and more vibrant flowers.  Coming from the Latin word “campana” 
meaning “bell”, this popular perennial features loose rosettes con-
sisting of rounded basal leaves becoming linear as they climb wiry 
stems giving way to the beautiful, blue and bell shaped flowers on 
top. This plant is much hardier than its delicate, paperlike flowers 
and thin stem suggests.  This easy to grow plant performs well in a 
variety of sites including: moist, rocky mountain slopes, dry mead-
ows and prairies, open woods, limey cliffs, and beaches. 
Care: Can trim back about one-third or deadhead after bloom to 
freshen the foliage. Can divide in spring or fall if needed.   Dead 
head spent flowers to encourage new blooms.
Fun Fact: The name “Harebell” may allude to either the folk belief 
that Blue Harebells grew in locations frequented by hares or that 
witches would drink the juices of the Blue Harbell to transform 
themselves into hares. In Scotland, the old name for this plant was 
“Witches’  Thimble.” 
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Rocky Mountain Columbine
Latin Name: Aquilegia caerulea
Mature Height: 18-24”
Mature Spread: 12-18”

Hardy To: 12,000’
Water: Medium 
Exposure: Sun to Part Shade 
Flower Color: Blue with White Center
Flower Season: Late Spring to Early Sum-
mer
Attracts: Hummingbirds
Description: Columbines reward gardeners 
with a month or more of brightly colored 
flowers that sway with every breeze. The 

Colorado state flower, this variety of Col-
umbine is native to the Rocky Mountains 
from Montana south to New Mexico and 
west to Idaho and Arizona. It is noted for its 
large, rich blue flowers with white centers 
and long spurs mounted on arching stems 
over bluish-green foliage. Often attracting 
hummingbirds that sip from the blossoms, 
these plants appreciate moist but well-
drained soils, and they make excellent cut 
flowers.
Care: Avoid letting the soil get too soggy 
or heavy. In the fall, cut plants down to the 
basal foliage. Columbines are relatively 

short lived, so allow some to go to seed 
and self-sow. In spring, remove only the 
dead leaves. Division is not recommended; 
the deep taproot system of mature plants 
does not like to be disturbed. Columbines 
can sometimes be plagued with leaf 
miners, which can be identified as pale tan 
tunnels or blotches in the blades of the 
leaves. Remove these leaves immediately 
and continually to control the problem. If 
deadheaded, some Columbines may repeat 
bloom.

11

3 Plant by Number Design Options:


