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Sunset Hyssop
Latin Name: Agastache rupestris
Mature Height: 2-3’
Mature Spread: 2-3’

Hardy To: 6,500’ 
Water: Low
Exposure: Full Sun
Flower Color: Orange Pink
Flower Season: Summer to Fall
Attracts: Hummingbirds, Butterflies
Resistant To: Deer, Rabbits
Description: This native to the Southwest truly encapsulates a 
Western sunset in its flowers. Bold spikes of sunset-orange flowers 
are borne from August to frost. The Sunset Hyssop is known for its 
distinct aromas of licorice, root beer, and mint, and it possesses 
nectar rich flowers that are unsurpassed in their attractiveness 
to hummingbirds. It will thrive in our hot dry climate in sun or 
partial shade, and it is one of the best, most durable species in the 
agastache family. The Sunset Hyssop is deer and rabbit resistant 
and cold and drought-tolerant (once established).
Care: The Sunset Hyssop loves a hot, sunny position with well-
drained soil. Can be divided in summer to propogate. Prune at 
the beginning of the growing season for sturdier, more vigorous 
growth.  
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Dark Knight Spirea 
Latin Name: Caryopteris x clandonensis ‘Dark 
Knight’ 
Mature Height: 3-4’

Mature Spread: 2-3’
Hardy To: 8,500’ 
Water: Low
Exposure: Full Sun
Flower Color: Dark Blue
Flower Season: Mid to Late Summer
Attracts: Butterflies, Bees, Hummingbirds
Resistant To: Deer, Rabbits
Description: Narrow, grayish-green leaves on stiff slender stems 
form a tightly rounded shrub with clusters of dark blue flowers 
blooming in the leaf axils. Dark Knight Spirea is a fragrant plant 
that blooms into late summer when few other shrubs are still flow-
ering. It is the deepest blue of all the spireas, and it has a more tidy 
upright habit and is more densely branched than other species. 
A fantastic source of nectar for bees and butterflies, Dark Knight 
flowers heavily every year, and it is deer and rabbit resistant.  
Care: Plant in well-drained soil in full sun for best results. Can be 
cut back to the crown before spring growth emerges. This will 
encourage a more robust growing season each year and keep the 
plant well formed. Once established, Dark Knight Spirea only needs 
occasional watering during prolonged dry weather. Do not over-
water. Allow dried flowers to remain for winter interest. 
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Dwarf Blue Rabbitbrush
Latin Name:  Ericameria nauseosa ssp. nauseosa var. nau-
seosa 
Mature Height: 1-4’ 
Mature Spread: 1-4’ 

Hardy To: 8,500’
Water: Very Low
Exposure: Full Sun
Flower Color: Golden Yellow
Flower Season: Mid to Late Summer 
Attracts: Butterflies, Bees
Description: Dwarf Blue Rabbitbush is a native of our very own 
Rocky Mountains, and it grows naturally in many of the arid regions 
of western North America. It is a compact shrub with a rounded 
form consisting of gray to light green stems and linear, bluish-gray 
leaves. Tight, flat-topped clusters of small, fragrant golden yellow 
flowers appear from mid to late summer. Thriving in dry areas, 
this shrub has become increasingly popular as a Xeric plant of 
choice, and the “dwarf” variety is the perfect size for most home 
landscapes. It is an indispensable and indestructible native with 
multi-season interest; it has a very attractive winter form.
Care: Prune back several inches in early spring before new growth 
emerges. This will help maintain the plant’s tidy globe shape. This 
plant will reseed readily. Deadheading will prevent reseeding but 
at the cost of winter interest.
Fun Fact: Native Peoples used Ericameria nauseosa to make yellow 
dye, tea, and cough medicine. It was once considered a possible 
source of rubber.
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Basket of Gold
Latin Name: Aurinia saxatilis ‘Gold Ball’
Mature Height: 8-12”
Mature Spread: 12-18”
Hardy To: 10,000’

Water: Low
Exposure: Sun
Flower Color: Yellow
Flower Season: Early Spring
Attracts: Butterflies
Resistant To: Deer
Description: With frothy flowers that open early and continue 
blooming for a month, Basket of Gold is one of the first perennials 
to show color in the garden. A native of central Europe and Turkey, 
it forms a compact mound of thick, grayish-green leaves that are 
covered by bright yellow flowers that light up the early spring gar-
den. Basket of Gold is especially attractive when planted on slopes 
or along rock edges as it will have a cascading effect for the viewer. 
This plant will thrive in average, well-drained soil, and it may actu-
ally become floppy and begin to rot if the soil is too rich or moist.
Care: Can divide in the fall. Cut the flowering stems back by two-
thirds after flowering to encourage compact growth.
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Hidcote Lavender
Latin Name: Lavandula angustifolia ‘Hidcote’ 
Mature Height: 8-12”
Mature Spread: 8-12” 
Hardy To: 8,500’

Water: Low 
Exposure: Full Sun
Flower Color: Lavender-Blue
Flower Season: Early Spring to Mid-Summer
Attracts: Butterflies, Hummingbirds
Resistant To: Deer, Rabbits
Description: ‘Hidcote’ Lavender is native to the Mediterranean, 
and its fragrant foliage and flowers make it a favorite for herb and 
perennial gardens. Its scented, lavender-blue flowers on tight 
spikes thrust above evergreen, aromatic gray foliage, creating a 
compact clump well suited for perennial borders. It makes a great 
addition to a dried flower bouquet or potpourri, and it is deer and 
rabbit resistant. 
Care: Prune lightly in the early spring, no more than 4”, to promote 
new growth. To shape, shear annually for a tidy and neat appear-
ance. Soil must be well-drained to avoid any root problems, and a 
sheltered but sunny position is its favorite. For dried flowers, cut 
flowers when the first hint of color shows at the base of the spike.
Fun Fact: Lavender is traditionally used in herbal medicine in 
the form of oil or tea. It is also a key ingredient in the well-known 
French culinary herb blend, herbes de Provence. 
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Torch Lily
Latin Name: Kniphofia uvaria ‘Stark’s Early Hybrids’
Mature Height: 24-36” 
Mature Spread: 18-24”
Hardy To: 8,000’

Water: Low
Exposure: Sun
Flower Color: Red to Yellow
Flower Season: Mid to Late Summer
Attracts: Hummingbirds
Description: This native to the high plateaus of Africa has proven 
surprisingly strong at elevation. The ‘Stark’s Early Hybrids’ variety is 
bred for a propensity to re-bloom its burning pokers above broad, 
grassy, spear-like foliage. The Torch Lily is a sun lover, and it can 
grow in any well-drained soil.
Care: The Torch Lily does well in hot and dry climates, but when its 
blooms are forming, a good supply of water is appreciated. Dead-
heading will prolong the growing period. In spring, once the cold 
has passed, cut all foliage back to about 3 inches from the ground 
to rejuvenate. Dig up and divide clumps in the spring as well - 
unless it is flowering, then wait until after flowering is complete. 
In the fall, once flowering has finished, remove unsightly looking 
leaves and any dead flower stalks that remain. Foliage can be tied 
up over the crown in the fall to prevent water from settling there 
and freezing, which can be deadly.
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‘Select’ Catmint
Latin Name: Nepeta racemosa ‘Select’
Mature Height: 18-20”
Mature Spread: 20-24”
Hardy To: 8,500’

Water: Low
Exposure: Sun
Flower Color: Blue
Flower Season: Summer
Attracts: Butterflies, Bees, Hummingbirds
Description: ‘Select’ Catmint is a variation of the species of catmint 
that is native to Turkey and northern Iran. It is a gray-leaved variety 
with terminal whorls of tubular purple flowers. It is an upright, 
mounded plant with wiry stems and aromatic leaves. ‘Select’ is a 
selection with more vivid flowers, less sprawling, and a slightly 
more upright habit than the straight genus/species. This variety 
does not reseed. 
Care: Trim after flowering to keep the plants compact and en-
courage a second flowering. It can be cut in half or two-thirds 
depending on how sprawled out it has become. The stems often 
root as they sprawl, and they are easy to transplant and divide in 
the spring or fall.
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Sunburst Amethyst Penstemon
Latin Name: Penstemon x mexicali ‘Sunburst Amethyst’
Mature Height: 15-20”
Mature Spread: 12-18”
Hardy To: 7,000’

Water: Low
Exposure: Sun
Flower Color: Purple
Flower Season: Spring to Summer
Attracts: Butterflies, Hummingbirds
Resistant To: Deer
Description: An abundance of tube flowers spike up above ever-
green leaves. The flowers of the Sunburst Amethyst Penstemon 
are a rich purple with a white throat, and they are a magnet for 
butterflies and hummingbirds. This long-blooming perennial is 
deer resistant, drought resistant, and makes an excellent cut flower.  
Care: The Sunburst Amethyst Penstemon is a low-maintenance 
plant that is not fussy about soil type. It will grow in most any soil, 
including clay and sand. Trim after bloom to freshen. Clean up in 
the fall or spring. Divide every 3 to 4 years if desired.
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Prairie Dropseed Grass
Latin Name: Sporobolus heterolepis 
Mature Height: 24-30”
Mature Spread: 18-24” 
Hardy To: 7,000’

Water: Low
Exposure: Sun
Flower Color: Gray-Green
Flower Season: Summer to Fall
Attracts: Birds
Description: Prairie Dropseed is a native to the Great Plains of 
North America, and it is said to be one of the most handsome of all 
the dry prairie grasses. It is a clump-forming grass with a narrow, 
upright growth habit. Its slender, medium green leaves form a 
finely textured background for airy, open panicles of gray-green 
flowers in mid-summer that are good for dried arrangements. 
The foliage color changes to orange in late fall, and fades to light 
bronze in the winter. A plant of year-round interest, Prairie Drop-
seed will not get flattened by the snow and will remain visible all 
winter long. This plant is also of interest to birds whom munch on 
its highly nutritious seeds. Prairie Dropseed is known for its unique 
fragrance, which is compared to coriander or fresh popcorn and 
cilantro. Because of its drought tolerance, it has become a top plant 
choice for green/living roofs.
Care: Prairie Dropseed is a slow growing and spreading plant that 
is well worth the wait. It will take about three years to reach full 
maturity, but mature clumps will live for decades without the need 
for division. It prefers rocky and sandy soils, but can also tolerate 
clay. Too much shade will make this grass flop.
Fun Fact: Plains Indians ground the seeds to make flour.
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1 Plant by Number Design Option:

12’ X 5’ 
1 box = 1 sq. ft.


