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projects: making concrete countertops and using a thermal imaging camera -- a recent donation to the library.  

By Cindy Sutter Camera Staff Writer 
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With warm weather comes the urge for home projects -- whether it's planting a garden, putting in a patio, building a fence -
- the list is endless.  

For those who'd like to do those things, but don't know how, the Center for ReSource Conservation's Tool Library can help 
in  

the form of classes to help you develop skills from the use of 
power tools to specific projects such as building a coldframe or 
constructing a garden shed. 

The idea for the 50-plus classes that will be offered beginning 
April 16 came about as Adam Jackaway, Tool Library program 
manager and CRC Executive Director Keith Frausto cast about 
for ways to leverage what the ReSource Yard at 6400 
Arapahoe Ave. has to offer.  

"It brings customers to the Tool Library. ... They get to see 
what kind of tools are available for projects, they get to learn 
some skills," Jackaway says. "They're also coming to the yard 
for classes, so they get to see the quality of the reclaimed 
building materials there."  

The right tool  

The CRC's tool library has about 3,000 tools that can be borrowed at an average cost of $1.50 a day after the purchase of 
a $25 yearly membership. Hand tools are $1 a day, and power tools are $2 to $5. A network of volunteers, many former 
contractors, comes in daily to maintain the tools.  

Jackaway says users run the skill gamut from the least skilled -- people who have never used a hammer -- to contractors 
who need a tool such as an air compressor or odd-sized clamps that they don't want to buy for a single use.  

A large percentage of members are women, and some of the classes are being taught in partnership with the Colorado 
Girl Scouts to teach classes for girls in basic power tools, tiling and masonry, among other things.  

Several classes are offered for kids, including making a robot and a clock from reclaimed materials. In addition, a parents 
and kids woodworking class is available.  

Meeting customer  

needs  

Many of the classes are designed around specific projects.  

"As an educator, I've found time and time again that students learn best when learning is necessary to accomplish 
something," Jackaway says.  

To that end, classes include building a coldframe, adirondack chair or earthen pizza oven for your backyard. Among other 
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Tool School classes will teach wide variety of skills

Greening by learning

Jim Knoll, a volunteer at the Tool Library at ReSource in 
Boulder, repairs a wheelbarrow. ( CLIFF GRASSMICK)

 

1. Boulder woman accused of extortion after 
fender-bender  

2. Rain pounds Boulder, mudslides hit Fourmile 
burn area   

3. Longmont mom angry kids were served alcohol  

4. Boulder weather: More rain possible this 
afternoon after day of...  

5. Fourmile Canyon Drive open again after crews 
clear debris   

6. Boulder police warn of Craigslist, phone scams  

7. Letters to the Editor - July 8  

8. Former CU Buff holds Boulder football camp 
for developmentally...  

9. Coroner ID's man who may have fallen off 
Boulder roof as Daniel John...  

10. Boulder County sheriff to lift fire ban at noon 
today 

Most Viewed Most E-Mailed

(From the last 12 hours)

Home News Sports Buffzone Opinion Business Entertainment Lifestyles Recreation Events Milestones ClassifiedsCarsJobsHomesShop

Page 1 of 3Tool School classes will teach wide variety of skills - Boulder Daily Camera

7/8/2011http://www.dailycamera.com/ci_17774884



 

Login 
This blog post  
All blog posts 

Subscribe to this blog post's comments through... 

  

 

  

 

 RSS Feed 

Subscribe via email 

 Subscribe  
Follow the discussion  

Comments 

 Logging you in...  
Close 

Login to IntenseDebate 

Or create an account 

Username or Email:  
Password:  

  

 

Forgot login? 

OpenID 
Cancel Login  

Close  WordPress.com 

Username or Email:  
Password:  

  

 

Lost your password? 

Cancel Login  

Close 

Login with your OpenID 

Or create an account using OpenID 

  

  

Add to 

Add to My Yahoo!

Add to Google

Add to 

RSS Icon

Email Address

  

 

  
 

 

CONTEST ZONE 

� UPickem Racing Contest 
Pick the winning drivers for each race.  

� UPickem Golfing Contest 
Pick the top golf pro for each tournament  

Business Directory 

Search local Boulder, CO businesses 

 
Popular Boulder Searches 
Browse the full business directory  

  

OSAANA 
Boulder,CO 

Phone | More 

Newspaper Ads

projects: making concrete countertops and using a thermal imaging camera -- a recent donation to the library.  

Several classes also deal with basic skills such as using power tools.  

"I want to help people to learn the skills they need to be able to build for themselves basically," says David Barstow, a 
local carpenter and green builder who teaches some of the classes. "The garden shed (class) is going to really take 
people through the steps of building a structure. If they get some hands-on experience with that, they will have the 
confidence to try it themselves."  

Some classes, such as the first on drip irrigation, are free. Others range in cost from $10 for many of the kids' classes to 
$60.  

A greener world  

The classes and library are designed not only to help people reclaim materials, but also to share tools and build things to 
keep products from being manufactured in the first place.  

"We're starting to look upstream. Why are we creating such mess to begin with?" Jackaway says. "The tool library is the 
embodiment of the latter mindset. You don't need (to own) every tool that you might use once in a blue moon."  

Contact Staff Writer Cindy Sutter at 303-473-1335 or sutterc@dailycamera.com 
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