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Green Life: Sprinkler audit can slow the flow
By Mark Collins (Contact)
Monday, June 1, 2009

What if you could get a professional to come to your home
and perform a technical audit of your sprinkler system, then
help you set up the optimum watering schedule for your
lawn -- and do it for free?

Anyone familiar with Slow the Flow Colorado knows that's
just what the program offers to residents in Boulder County
and beyond.

The program runs Monday through Aug. 14. For the sixth
year in a row, it's being managed by the Center for
ReSource Conservation in Boulder.

"This year we'll do around 1,400 residential audits and probably 100 HOA or large-property audits,"
said Jeff Woodward, interim water division director at CRC. "That includes all of the larger cities in
Boulder County."

If you are eligible and sign up for a Slow the Flow audit, you'll receive a visit from a professional
sprinkler-system technician. The sprinkler inspection takes roughly two hours, Woodward said.

"They're really good at helping people figure out the appropriate amount of water to put on their lawn,"
he said. "We give people a customized watering schedule that helps them figure out exactly how much
water they need to use based on their sprinkler system. That helps from a water-conservation
perspective because people usually over water."

Last year, Woodward said, auditors discovered nearly 43 percent of the households whose sprinkler
systems they inspected were using more water than they needed on lawn hydration.

A Slow the Flow audit can be especially helpful for people who've moved to Colorado from out of
state, and discovered the clay soil that covers much of the area is different from where they came.
Colorado's clay soil has special watering requirements, Woodward said.

Or if you already understand what works best for the soil under your lawn, but want to make sure your
sprinkler system is in top shape, a Slow the Flow audit can be helpful, too.

"From a homeowner's perspective, it gives people an objective audit of their sprinkler system,"
Woodward said. "They get to see the areas that are doing well and the areas that need some work."

Contact Mark Collins at 303-473-1369 or BDCTheater@comcast.net.
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