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Eigth-grader helps Humane Society go solar

Platt Middle School student designed project for his bar mitzvah
By Peter Budoff Camera Staff Writer
Posted: 10/03/2009 12:06:39 PM MDT

Dustin Michels knew he wanted to do something big for his bar mitzvah project.
His idea came after solar panels were installed at his house.

"I thought they were really cool and | thought it would be cool to get them
installed somewhere in the community,” the Platt Middle School eighth-grader
said. "I thought of the Humane Society because | love animals and | thought it
would be a good way for them to save money and send a good message about
what kind of business they are."

Michels approached Lisa Pedersen, the CEO of the Boulder Valley Humane
Society, to see if they were interested in getting solar panels installed.

"l was so impressed with how passionate and articulate he was," said Pedersen.
"He had a PowerPoint presentation outlining the benefits of solar energy, how
much it would cost and how much it would save."

Michels had secured a grant from Namaste Solar of Boulder to cover half the cost
of the project. The Humane Society was initially hesitant to take on the project
and the remaining cost, which would have been about $12,000, according to
Pedersen.

Dustin Michels ( Picasa 3.0 )

Michels insisted he would take care of fundraising, and eventually got a call from
the Center for Resource Conservation telling him he had received an anonymous grant covering the remaining cost.

"He single-handedly put this whole thing together," said Pedersen. "l told him afterward he's got a future career in
fundraising.”

Namaste Solar took care of installing the panels, a project that was completed in May. According to Pedersen, the panels
should save the shelter between $1,000 and $3,000 per year on energy bills -- money it plans to put toward animal care.

"It's like making a big donation," she said. "Over time, it's going to be really great.”
Pedersen said she is thrilled that Michels chose the Humane Society for his project.
"He is a remarkable young man and we are so honored to be the beneficiary of his work," she said.

Michels has excelled in school in addition to his efforts in the community. He is a member of his school's 360 Program,
where a select group of eighth-graders mentors and tutors sixth-graders.

"He is a stellar student and a good role model," said Patty Patterson, a guidance counselor at Platt Middle School.
Michels will present his project to the school at an upcoming assembly, Patterson said.

Michels said he wants to do more projects like the one he did with the Humane Society, but doesn't have anything
specific planned.

"I'd definitely like to do more for the environment," he said. "It's so important. This is our planet and however we treat it is
how we are going to live with it for as long as humans are around.”

As far as career plans, Michels said he wants to either work for a company like Google developing technology that
changes the way people live -- or form a band and play guitar.

"It's one or the other, | haven't decided yet," he said.

z B ] ) f )
O eockrrrk W 5087 Blpgne B gmg Font Resize [ Return to Top

¥ Login
B~

Comments (1)

Login or signup now to comment.

Sort by: Date Rating Last Activity

http://www.dailycamera.com/ci_13478834[10/12/2009 2:22:02 PM]

Milestones

Mobile | Contact Us | Site Map | Submit | E-Edition | Email Newsletters | Subscribe | Advertising Info

Cars [GEESIELS

More News Articles

* Two Fairview High students earn perfect ACT scores

* Reservoir commands top priority

* CU Buffs' QB Hansen: 'Bring it on'

* Boulder council to discuss open space priorities

* Boulder City Council hopefuls talk pot, nudity

* Free talk Tuesday on reducing greenhouse gases from
transportation

* Nederland looks to voters to help fund new library

* Louisville examines parking

* Making CU fashionable: Boulder seniors blog for
national college fashion site

* 5 QUESTIONS for Dan Sturges, founder of Intrago
Corporation

Most Viewe& Most E-Mailed

(From the last 12 hours)

RSS |

1. Prominent Boulder condominium projects have
slashed prices as sales...

2. CU Buffs' QB Hansen: 'Bring it on'

w

. Two Fairview High students earn perfect ACT
scores

. Reservoir commands top priority
. Boulder City Council hopefuls talk pot, nudity

. Broncos beat Patriots in overtime to go 5-0

N o g b

. Nederland looks to voters to help fund new
library

8. Boulder council to discuss open space
priorities
9. Letters to the Editor - Oct. 12

10. Orthorexia nervosa: An unhealthy obsession
with eating healthy foods

Newspaper Ads

Liquor Mart

The Ritz


http://m.dailycamera.com/
http://www.dailycamera.com/contact-us
http://www.dailycamera.com/sitemap
http://www.dailycamera.com/submit
http://boulderdailycamera.co.newsmemory.com/
http://www.dailycamera.com/emaillists
http://www.dailycamera.com/subscriptions
http://www.dailycamera.com/advertise
http://www.dailycamera.com/portlet/article/html/imageDisplay.jsp?contentItemRelationshipId=2665435
javascript: voteComment(37235736, 1)
javascript: voteComment(37235736, 0)
javascript: showLogin();
javascript: showLogin();
javascript:showLogin();
http://intensedebate.com/signup
javascript: sortComments(1);
javascript: sortComments(0);
javascript: sortComments(2);
http://www.dailycamera.com/boulder-weather
http://www.dailycamera.com/boulder-weather
http://www.dailycamera.com/boulder-weather
http://www.dailycamera.com/boulder-weather
http://www.dailycamera.com/boulder-weather
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php
http://www.dailycamera.com/portlet/article/html/fragments/print_article.jsp?articleId=13478834&siteId=21
http://www.dailycamera.com/portlet/article/html/fragments/print_article.jsp?articleId=13478834&siteId=21
javascript: popup("email","/portlet/article/html/fragments/email_article.jsp?article=13478834&hostName=www.dailycamera.com&section=/&siteId=21&siteName=Boulder Daily Camera",600,400);
javascript: popup("email","/portlet/article/html/fragments/email_article.jsp?article=13478834&hostName=www.dailycamera.com&section=/&siteId=21&siteName=Boulder Daily Camera",600,400);
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php
http://www.dailycamera.com/portlet/article/html/fragments/print_article.jsp?articleId=13478834&siteId=21
http://www.dailycamera.com/portlet/article/html/fragments/print_article.jsp?articleId=13478834&siteId=21
javascript: popup("email","/portlet/article/html/fragments/email_article.jsp?article=13478834&hostName=www.dailycamera.com&section=/&siteId=21&siteName=Boulder Daily Camera",600,400);
javascript: popup("email","/portlet/article/html/fragments/email_article.jsp?article=13478834&hostName=www.dailycamera.com&section=/&siteId=21&siteName=Boulder Daily Camera",600,400);
http://www.dailycamera.com/
http://www.dailycamera.com/ci_13541712
http://www.dailycamera.com/ci_13542202
http://www.dailycamera.com/ci_13542151
http://www.dailycamera.com/ci_13535350
http://www.dailycamera.com/ci_13540063
http://www.dailycamera.com/ci_13541707
http://www.dailycamera.com/ci_13541707
http://www.dailycamera.com/ci_13532967
http://www.dailycamera.com/ci_13541931
http://www.dailycamera.com/ci_13539869
http://www.dailycamera.com/ci_13539869
http://www.dailycamera.com/ci_13535247
http://www.dailycamera.com/ci_13535247
http://shopping.dailycamera.com/ROP/Ads.aspx?ptype=ROPP_DISPLAYPROMO&adid=8410522&advid=285046
http://www.dailycamera.com/
http://intensedebate.com/postRSS/19918599
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.dailycamera.com/ci_13525445?source=most_viewed
http://www.dailycamera.com/ci_13525445?source=most_viewed
http://www.dailycamera.com/ci_13542151?source=most_viewed
http://www.dailycamera.com/ci_13541712?source=most_viewed
http://www.dailycamera.com/ci_13541712?source=most_viewed
http://www.dailycamera.com/ci_13542202?source=most_viewed
http://www.dailycamera.com/ci_13540063?source=most_viewed
http://www.dailycamera.com/ci_13539189?source=most_viewed
http://www.dailycamera.com/ci_13532967?source=most_viewed
http://www.dailycamera.com/ci_13532967?source=most_viewed
http://www.dailycamera.com/ci_13535350?source=most_viewed
http://www.dailycamera.com/ci_13535350?source=most_viewed
http://www.dailycamera.com/ci_13527936?source=most_viewed
http://www.dailycamera.com/ci_13516261?source=most_viewed
http://www.dailycamera.com/ci_13516261?source=most_viewed
http://extras.mnginteractive.com/live/xsl/memv/xml/21_most_viewed_rss.xml
http://shopping.dailycamera.com/ROP/Ads.aspx?ptype=ROPP_DISPLAYPROMO&adid=8410522&advid=285046
http://shopping.dailycamera.com/ROP/Ads.aspx?ptype=ROPP_DISPLAYPROMO&adid=8415543&advid=251462
http://www.dailycamera.com/
http://www.dailycamera.com/
http://www.dailycamera.com/news
http://www.dailycamera.com/news
http://www.dailycamera.com/sports
http://www.dailycamera.com/sports
http://www.buffzone.com/
http://www.buffzone.com/
http://www.dailycamera.com/opinion
http://www.dailycamera.com/opinion
http://www.dailycamera.com/business
http://www.dailycamera.com/business
http://www.dailycamera.com/entertainment
http://www.dailycamera.com/entertainment
http://www.dailycamera.com/lifestyles
http://www.dailycamera.com/lifestyles
http://www.dailycamera.com/recreation
http://www.dailycamera.com/recreation
http://calendar.dailycamera.com/
http://calendar.dailycamera.com/
http://www.dailycamera.com/milestones
http://www.dailycamera.com/milestones
http://boulder.kaango.com/
http://boulder.kaango.com/
http://wheelscolorado.com/
http://wheelscolorado.com/
http://jobs.dailycamera.com/
http://jobs.dailycamera.com/
http://camerahomes.com/
http://camerahomes.com/
http://shopping.dailycamera.com/
http://shopping.dailycamera.com/

Eigth-grader helps Humane Society go solar - Boulder Daily Camera

OUTRAGEOQUSE M
COSTUMES

E ExBoulderite - 1 week ago +1

So an 8th grader from an underfunded public school has accomplished more than a city full of PhDs and Nobel
Prize winners.
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